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CLAIMS 

1 . Anl electronic system comprising: 

a firs^ electronic device comprising means for implementing a virtual 
noticeboard; 

first rakJio means for implementing data transmission with regard to 
the virtual noticeboard of the first electronic device; and 

at leasi one second portable electronic device comprising second 
radio means for implementing the data transmission, and means for process- 
ing information received from the virtual noticeboard of the first electronic de- 
vice; 

the first fend the second radio means are arranged to implement the 
data transmission from the first device to the second device, the data trans- 
mission being used for transmitting information from the virtual noticeboard of 
the first electronic device to the second device; 

the contesxt in the virtual noticeboard of the first electronic device is 
arranged to be trar smitted to the second device located within a geographi- 
cally limited coverac e area of the first radio means of the first; and 

the second device comprises selecting means for selecting the re- 
ception of the virtual noticeboard of the first device. 

2. A syst6 m as claimed in claim 1, wherein the first radio means are 
at least one location -bound base station in a mobile telephone system perma- 
nently indicated by the first device. 

3. A system as claimed in claim 1, wherein the first radio means are 
the radio means in connection with the first device. 

4. A syste n as claimed in claim 1, wherein the first radio means are 
at least one base sta tion in the mobile telephone system communicating with 
the first device, and the virtual noticeboard of the first device is arranged to 
include in the transmitted information location information as metainformation 
on the area within wiich the second device is located and for which second 

l^e virtual noticeboard of the first device is arranged, 
as claimed in claim 4, wherein the selecting means of 
arranged only to show such virtual noticeboards which 
transmit location infoi|mation corresponding with the location of the second 
device. 
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6. A system c s claimed in claim 4, wherein the selecting means of 
the second device are arranged to show all virtual noticeboards received. 

7. A system ap claimed in claim 6, wherein the received virtual no- 
ticeboards are shown in order of relevance such that the virtual noticeboards 
which transmit location information corresponding with the location of the sec- 
ond device are shown firsi. 

8. A system aslclaimed in claim 4, wherein the second device com- 
prises means for determining its location. 

9. A system as claimed in claim 1, wherein the first device is a 
server computer with its software. 

10. A system as claimed in claim 1, wherein the first device is port- 



able user equipment in the 

11 . A system as 
of a network element in the 

12. A system as' 
portable user equipment in 



mobile telephone system. 

claimed in claim 1, wherein the first device is a part 
mobile telephone system. 

claimed in claim 1, wherein the second device is 
he mobile telephone system. 



13. A system as claimed in claim 1, wherein the radio means are a 
short-range radio transceiver or a radio transceiver in the mobile telephone 
system. 

14. A system as c laimed in claim 1, wherein as a protocol, the radio 
means use a short message service, WAP (Wireless Application Protocol), 
wireless local area network 
Service), or another wireless 



GSM data call or GPRS (General Packet Radio 
radio system protocol. 

15. A system as dlaimed in claim 1, wherein the virtual noticeboard 
is bound to a physical loca ion, such as an airport, railway station, vehicle, 
train, business location, store, restaurant, office, conference site, trade fair site 
or building. 

16. A system as claimed in claim 1, wherein the virtual noticeboard 
is bound to the first electronic device. 

17. A system as cic imed in claim 16, wherein the virtual noticeboard 



is a personal noticeboard of th 
18. A system as cl 



35 



e user of the first device. 

aimed in claim 1, wherein the selecting means 
are arranged to show the notijpeboards received by the second radio means, 
to select the noticeboards desired by the user, and to request the first device 
to transmit the selected piece otf information from the noticeboard. 
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19. A system as claimed in claim 1, wherein the first device com- 
prises means for automatically transmitting information on the noticeboard to 
all second devices located in the coverage area. 

20. A system as claimed in claim 19, wherein the selecting means 
are used for selecting whether or not to receive the information on the notice- 
board automatically transmitted by the first device. 

21. A system as claimed in claim 19, wherein the first device com- 
prises means for determining whether to automatically include contact 
information in the infor nation transmitted to the second devices or whether to 
keep the source of info mation anonymous. 

22. A system as claimed in claim 19, wherein the second device 
comprises means for determining whether to include contact information in the 
reply information transmitted to the first device or whether to keep the second 
device anonymous. 

23. A system as claimed in claim 19, wherein the first device com- 
prises means for calculating how many times a certain piece of information 
has been retrieved from its virtual noticeboard. 

24. A system as claimed in claim 19, wherein the second device 
comprises means for transmitting the information retrieved from the virtual no- 
nce to the application processing the information. 

as claimed in claim 24, wherein the application prec- 
is communication software enabling data transmission 
with a party determined in the retrieved information, 
as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the information on the 
device is only transmitted to such second devices 



ticeboard of the first de 

25. A systenp 
essing the information 
from the second device 

26. A systen 
noticeboard of the firs 



which meet predetermined conditions for use. 



as claimed in claim 26, wherein the conditions for use 
p in a group or on a particular user profile, 
as claimed in claim 1, wherein the transmitted infor- 
d is text and/or voice and/or images and/or moving 



27. A system 
are based on membersni 

28. A system 
mation on the noticebos 
video image. 

29. A system ais claimed claim 1, wherein the context, in addition to 
location, also comprises time. 

30. A method of using a virtual noticeboard, comprising: 
. implementing thp virtual noticeboard in a first electronic device; 
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arranging the context in the contents of the virtual noticeboard of 
the first device to be transmitted to a second electronic device located within a 
geographically limited coverage area of first radio means; 

selecting, in trie second device, a receiving mode of the virtual no- 
5 ticeboard of the first device; 

transmitting, on a radio connection implemented by radio means, in- 
formation from the virtu; jI noticeboard of the first device to be processed by at 
least one second electronic device. 

31. A method as claimed in claim 30, wherein the radio connection 
10 is only established if the second device is located within the predetermined 

geographically limited coverage area permanently indicated by the first de- 
vice. 

32. A method as claimed in claim 30, wherein the virtual notice- 
board of the first device includes in the transmitted information location infor- 

15 mation as metainformalion on the area within which the second device is lo- 
cated and for which second device the context in the virtual noticeboard of the 
first device is arranged. 

33. A method as claimed in claim 32, wherein the second device 
only shows such virtual noticeboards which transmit location information cor- 

20 responding with the locajtion of the second device. 

34. A methoc as claimed in claim 32, wherein the second device 
shows all virtual noticeboards received. 

35. A methoc as claimed in claim 34, wherein the received virtual 
noticeboards are shown in order of relevance such that the virtual notice- 

25 boards which transmit location information corresponding with the location of 
the second device are shown first. 

36. A methoq as claimed in claim 32, wherein the second device 
determines its location. 

37. A method as claimed in claim 30, wherein the first device is a 
30 server computer with its s oftware. 

38. A method as claimed in claim 30, wherein the first device is 
portable user equipment n a mobile telephone system. 

39. A method as claimed in claim 30, wherein the first device is a 
part of a network element in the mobile telephone system. 

35 40. A method as claimed in claim 30, wherein the second device is 

portable user equipment ii the mobile telephone system. 
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41. A method as claimed in claim 30, wherein the radio means are 
a short-range radio transceiver or a radio transceiver in the mobile telephone 
system. 

42. A met lod as claimed in claim 30, wherein as a protocol, the ra- 
dio means use a short message service, WAP (Wireless Application Protocol), 

etwork, GSM data call or GPRS (General Packet Radio 
wireless radio system protocol. 

hod as claimed in claim 30, wherein the virtual notice- 
physical location, such as an airport, railway station, vehi- 
10 cle, train, business location, store, restaurant, office, conference site, trade fair 
site or building. 

44. A m(5thod as claimed in claim 30, wherein the virtual notice- 
board is bound to the first electronic device. 

45. A method as claimed in claim 44, wherein the virtual notice- 
1 5 board is a personal noticeboard of the user of the first device. 

46. A method as claimed in claim 30, wherein the selection of a re- 
ceiving mode comp oses: 

showing, in the second device, the noticeboards received by the ra- 
dio means of the s€ cond device, 

selecting the noticeboards desired by the user; and 
requesting the first device to transmit the selected piece of informa- 
tion from the notice Doard. 

47. A me*thod as claimed in claim 30, wherein the first device auto- 
matically transmits information on the noticeboard to all second devices lo- 
cated in the coveraije area. 

48. A method as claimed in claim 47, wherein the user of the sec- 
whether or not to receive the information on the notice- 
transmitted by the first device. 



ond device selects 
board automatically 



49. A method as claimed in claim 47, wherein the first device is 
30 used for determining whether to automatically include contact information in 

the information transmitted to the second devices or whether to keep the 
source of informatiori anonymous. 

50. A metnod as claimed in claim 47, wherein the second device is 
used for determining whether to include contact information in the reply infor- 

35 mation transmitted td the first device or whether to keep the second device 
anonymous. I 
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as claimed in claim 47, wherein the first device is 
many times a certain piece of information has been 
iioticeboard. 

as claimed in claim 47, wherein the second device is 
information retrieved from the virtual noticeboard of 



51. A method 
used for calculating hovf 
retrieved from its virtual 

52. A method 
used for transmitting the; 
the first device to the application processing the information. 



53. A method 
essing the information 



as claimed in claim 52, wherein the application prec- 
is communication software, and a data transmission 



connection is established with a party determined in the retrieved information. 

54. A method is claimed in claim 30, wherein the information on the 
evice is only transmitted to such second devices 
conditions for use. 



noticeboard of the first 
which meet predetermine( 



is text and/or voice and/or images and/or moving 
5 claimed in claim 30, wherein the context, in addi- 



55. A method ss claimed in claim 54, wherein the conditions for use 
are based on membership in a group or on a particular user profile. 

56. A method as claimed in claim 30, wherein the transmitted infor- 
mation on the noticeboarcl 
video image. 

57. A method a 
tion to location, also comprises time. 

58. An electronic device comprising 
means for impleijnenting a virtual noticeboard; and 

implementing data transmission with regard to the 
virtual noticeboard of the device to at least one second portable electronic de- 
vice; and 

the context in the virtual noticeboard of the device is arranged to be 
transmitted to the second de?vice located within a geographically limited cover- 



of the device. 

aimed in claim 58, wherein the radio means are at 
£se station in a mobile telephone system perma- 



age area of the radio means 

59. A device as c 
least one location-bound b 
nently indicated by the devicfe 

60. A device as claimed in claim 58, wherein the radio means are 
the radio means in connection with the device. 

61. A device as claimed in claim 58, wherein the radio means are at 
least one base station in the mobile telephone system communicating with the 
device, and the virtual noticeboard of the device is arranged to include in the 
transmitted information location information as metainformation on the area 
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context in the virtual 
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second 



device is located and for which second device the 
noticeboard of the device is arranged. 
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